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ABSTRACT 

The Spring 2024 issue of the Georgia Journal of Literacy highlights how traditional 
teaching methods and innovative practices can be merged to effectively address the 
needs of today’s diverse student population. Articles within this issue advocate for a 
dynamic approach to literacy instruction, combining decades of research with 
contemporary classroom realities. The contributors to this issue explore topics from 
the complexities of reading aloud to leveraging community-based literacy projects, 
each underscoring strategies to create more inclusive and engaging learning 
environments. The issue also examines the importance of empirical data in 
developing effective literacy practices and offers practical strategies that apply 
research findings to enhance teaching and learning. The nine articles in this issue 
deepen understanding and encourage educators to innovate and adapt in ways that 
improve student engagement and literacy outcomes. 
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n this spring issue of the Georgia Journal of Literacy, we explore how blending conventional 
methods with innovative practices enhances literacy education in diverse contexts. As literacy 
educators, we find themselves at a critical juncture in our field, one that calls on us to blend 

established methods with innovative approaches to effectively address the diverse needs of our 
students (Neuman & Gambrell, 2015). This integration goes beyond merely responding to changes 
in classroom demographics; it actively seeks diverse strategies to make learning environments 
more inclusive, engaging, and effective. 

The authors of the nine articles showcased in this issue advocate for a dynamic approach 
to literacy instruction that synthesizes conventional pedagogies with contemporary research and 
practices. From exploring the complexities of reading aloud to engaging with culturally rich 
writing instruction—a trending topic in literacy research (Ho et al., 2024)—and the rigorous 
evaluation of state-approved assessment tools, each piece demonstrates the advantages of this 
integrative approach. As you read through this issue, consider how decades of empirical research 
and educational theory can be enhanced with innovative methods specifically tailored to meet the 
needs of today’s learners (Neuman & Gambrell, 2015; Stewart et al., 2024). 

Our goal for this issue is to spark conversations that lead to action and encourage practices 
grounded in rigorous research yet adapted to the realities of today’s classrooms. By linking the 
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science of literacy with the art of teaching, we strive to inform professional conversations that 
reflect our current times and anticipate future educational challenges while ensuring literacy 
education continues to advance and become more inclusive and effective. 
 
Evidence-Based Practices and Interventions 
The issue opens with two rigorous research studies. Emphasizing the essential role of empirical 
data in shaping literacy education strategies, Dr. Lindee Morgan, Joseph Wenke, and Dr. Kristina 
Dandy analyze the effectiveness of state-approved literacy screeners in “A Psychometric Review 
of Universal Reading Screeners Approved by the State Board of Education” and offer insights into 
their reliability for educators. Likewise, Drs. Susan Green and Maryann Mraz examine the impact 
of Question-Answer-Relationship (QAR) strategies on improving third graders’ reading 
comprehension in “The Effects of Question-Answer-Relationship (QAR) Instruction on 
Standardized Reading Comprehension Test Scores of Third-Grade Students,” with a focus on 
underserved populations. Both research articles highlight the importance of using solid, evidence-
based research to develop literacy practices that are effective and inclusive. 
 
Cultivating Empowerment Through Inclusive Literacy Practices 
Four practitioner-oriented articles follow the empirical pieces, the first two of which center on 
inclusive and empowering literacy practices. Seeking to deepen our understanding of how 
inclusivity and cultural relevance can fundamentally enhance literacy education, Dr. Leah Panther 
and Caitlin Hochuli’s “Looking for It: Language, Literacy, and History in Place” shows how 
community-based literacy projects in Georgia empower youth by connecting them with their local 
languages and histories. Dr. Bethany L. Scullin, Nickie B. Smith, and Holly N. Proby address the 
rise in book bans in “Teaching Between the Bans: Exploring Book Banning, Censorship, and Book 
Access in the Middle Grades,” promoting literature as a tool for intellectual freedom and 
engagement with diverse narratives. These practitioner articles emphasize the critical role of 
diverse perspectives and histories in enriching literacy education and empowering students to 
connect meaningfully with their learning environments. 
 
Complexity and Depth in Literacy Practices 
The remaining practitioner-oriented articles call on readers to examine the complexity and depth 
of conventional literacy practices. Emphasizing the intricacies of effective literacy practices, Dr. 
William P. Bintz’s article “Reading-Aloud as Complex Art, not Simple Activity: A Cautionary 
Tale, Part II” reexamines the practice of reading aloud, showcasing its ability to engage a broad 
range of students, including those with special needs. This discussion is further developed by Bintz 
and Dr. Lisa Parker in “Using Companion Texts to Widen Student Perspective Across the 
Curriculum,” which introduces companion texts as innovative tools for improving literary 
comprehension and intertextual analysis across disciplines. These two articles promote a deeper 
understanding of text engagement and stress the need for careful text selection and teaching 
strategies that meet diverse intellectual needs. 
 
Practical Strategies for Inclusive Literacy Education 
Three Teaching Tips articles provide readers with direct, actionable methods to meet diverse 
learning needs and create more engaging, inclusive classrooms. In “Igniting the Fire Within: 
Culturally Relevant Expository Writing,” Dr. Adam C. Whitaker illustrates the impact of culturally 
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relevant pedagogies and encourages educators to draw on students’ cultural backgrounds to boost 
writing engagement and learning. Next, Drs. Sharon Swift and Kim Barker, in “Ten Quick and 
Easy Ways to Enhance Early Literacy Instruction: Tips from a School OT,” discuss how 
multisensory learning, facilitated by occupational therapy techniques, can advance literacy in 
young learners. In “Tips for Organizing a Dyslexia Simulation Workshop for Pre-Service 
Teachers,” Drs. Kimberly A. Davidson, Sarah Williams, Emily Lin, Annmarie Jackson, and Paula 
Tench offer a detailed guide on using simulation exercises to help educators better understand and 
support students with dyslexia. Together, these articles provide valuable insights into creating 
supportive learning environments that cater to the diverse needs of all students. 
 
Final Thoughts 
We want to express our gratitude to the contributors whose work has been pivotal in shaping this 
issue of the Georgia Journal of Literacy. Each article plays a crucial role in illustrating how 
blending traditional literacy approaches with innovative practices can meet the complex needs of 
today’s diverse student populations. This issue and each article therein enrich our understanding 
and provide actionable strategies that bridge research and practice to make our classrooms more 
inclusive and effective. We also extend our thanks to you, our readers, for your continued 
engagement and dedication to literacy education. Your active participation is essential as we strive 
to learn, grow, and respond to the educational challenges of our time. 
 
References 
Ho, Y. S., Al-Moraissi, E. A., Christidis, N., & Christidis, M. (2024). Research focuses and trends 

in literacy within education: A bibliometric analysis. Cogent Education, 11(1), 1–18. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2023.2287922 

Neuman, S. B., & Gambrell, L. B. (2015). Editorial: Disruptive innovations in reading research 
and practice. Reading Research Quarterly, 50(1), 7–12. https://doi.org/10.1002/rrq.93 

Stewart, M. A., Abbasher, D., Jaimes, M. A. A., & Hughes, M. (2024). Supporting early biliteracy 
in English-medium classrooms: Initiatives for family engagement and instructional 
innovations. The Reading Teacher, 77(6), 1039–1043. https://doi.org/10.1002/trtr.2316 

 
 
Published: May 15, 2024 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2023.2287922
https://doi.org/10.1002/rrq.93
https://doi.org/10.1002/trtr.2316

	Evidence-Based Practices and Interventions
	Cultivating Empowerment Through Inclusive Literacy Practices
	Complexity and Depth in Literacy Practices
	Practical Strategies for Inclusive Literacy Education
	Final Thoughts
	References

